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The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
4 Matthew Parker Street

London

SWI1H 9HQ

18 June 2024
Kate Barker
LGB Alliance
124 City Road
London
EC1V 2NX

Dear Kate,
Thank you very much for your letter.

Below, | have responded to your questions on issues of importance to the LGB Alliance and to
LGB people across Britain.

Do you recognise that LGB young people are under the most threat from gender-identity
ideology which tells them they need to change their bodies?

Yes. As the Cass Review made plain, we need to exercise extreme caution when it comes to
gender-identity issues. It cannot be right that a child is told that they have been born in the
wrong body or that they need drugs and surgery to fix them simply because they are same-sex
attracted. That is to deny the reality of being LGB.

On these issues, | believe there is a need for a clear plan. That is why this Conservative
government will continue taking bold action to protect the safety of children from those who —
like Keir Starmer and the Labour Party — would follow ideology over evidence simply for the
sake of agreeing and avoiding uncomfortable questions.

Do you support the NHS policy that has banned the prescription of puberty blockers?
Yes, patient safety must come first — particularly the safety and wellbeing of children.

That is why this Conservative government implemented an emergency ban on private
prescriptions of puberty blockers to children. We have a clear plan to protect children from
irreversible, ideological interventions and will always take the bold action necessary to ensure
their safety.

Will you support a similar ban on feminising/masculinising hormones?

NHS England made clear following the Cass Review that children should not be given
feminising/masculinising hormones, and we welcome the NHS’s wider review of the use of
these hormones in people who have been through puberty too.

Do you agree that socially transitioning children in schools is bad for gender-questioning
children and for the wider school population?

Above all, Conservatives care about the wellbeing of children. With regards to social
transitioning, as the Cass Review made clear, this is not a neutral act and we simply do not
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know enough about its long-term effects. That is why there is a need for a clear plan and
extreme caution on these issues and why | am committed to passing legislation to ensure
schools follow our guidance for teachers on how best to support gender questioning pupils.

This guidance makes clear that schools and colleges are not compelled to accept requests for
social transition and, where requests are considered, a very cautious approach must be taken.

It is also designed to ensure that safety and safeguarding for all children must always be
schools’ primary concern, that parents’ views must be at the heart of all decisions made about
their children, and that biological sex and single sex-spaces are fundamentally important when
it comes to protecting safety and ensuring fairness.

Will you oppose a Conversion Practices Ban that would not protect LGB young people but
which would criminalise therapists and even parents who want to explore why children want
to change their bodies?

We are clear that no one in this country should be harmed or harassed for who they are. LGBT
people should be free to live their lives with pride and without threat or fear. Conversion
practices are abhorrent, which is why Britain already has one of the strongest legislative
frameworks to prevent and tackle discrimination and harassment against LGBT people.
However, we must take a cautious approach so that doctors and parents are not criminalised
for exploring why children want to change their bodies or whether there may be more complex
reasons that they feel the way they do. This is an extremely complicated legislative area and,
in light of the Cass Review, it is right to take more time before reaching a final judgement on
additional legislation.

How will you otherwise deliver for LGB people in the next Parliament?

From passing the Same-Sex Marriage Act to give same-sex couples the equal opportunity to
enjoy the institution of marriage, to overseeing the largest national roll-out of PrEP in Europe to
help end new HIV transmissions by 2030, to delivering more accessible fertility services for
same-sex couples — | am enormously proud of the Conservative Party’s record on taking bold
action to improve the lives of LGB people. We will continue to do so in the years ahead.

Will you meet with LGB Alliance if you form the next government?
Of course. I'd be happy to sit down with LGB Alliance to discuss these policy areas.

Yours sincerely,

s

The Rt Hon Rishi Sunak
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
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