Open Letter from Parents and Parenting Organisations to the Prime Minister: Why We
Believe the Draft Conversion Practices Bill Should Be Rejected

Dear Prime Minister,

We are parents, grandparents, carers and parenting organisations from across the United
Kingdom.

We are writing in partnership with LGB Alliance because we believe the Draft Conversion
Practices Bill poses a particular risk to lesbian, gay and bisexual children and young people.

LGB Alliance exists to defend the rights of lesbian, gay and bisexual people. We share its
concern that legislation which makes it harder to explore sexual orientation could become a
new form of pressure on children who might otherwise grow up to be gay.

Like the Government, we oppose genuinely abusive practices intended to force someone to
change or suppress their sexual orientation. Such practices are wrong and should always
remain unlawful.

But we believe this Bill goes much further than preventing abuse and instead creates new
risks for children and families.

Protecting children who might grow up gay

Many children who experience gender-related distress have not yet reached a settled
understanding of their sexual orientation. Some are already same-sex attracted. Others will
grow up to be lesbian, gay or bisexual adults.

As parents, we want our children to have the time and space to understand themselves
without pressure to reach conclusions before they are ready. We want them to be
surrounded by adults who are able to listen, ask questions and explore every possibility with
kindness and compassion, including the possibility that they might be gay.

There is nothing wrong with being gay. We are concerned that legislation which places
ordinary conversations about sexual orientation under legal uncertainty could make it harder
for some young people to hear that message.

That is why we are standing with LGB Alliance in calling on Parliament to reject the Draft
Conversion Practices Bill. We believe it poses unacceptable risks for lesbian, gay and
bisexual young people. Risks we believe Parliament should not be prepared to accept.

The Family Home
As parents, we know our children and we know that growing up is rarely straightforward.

Children question themselves. They change. They become interested in different things.
They struggle with friendships, mental health, body image and belonging. Sometimes they
reject stereotypes. Sometimes they worry that not fitting in means something more.

Our job is not to rush them towards an identity but to love them while they work it out.



We are deeply concerned that this Bill could make ordinary family conversations more
difficult. Parents should never fear asking whether a child is unhappy because of bullying,
autism, anxiety, trauma, family circumstances, body image, same-sex attraction, gender
dysphoria - or a combination of these factors. Children deserve parents who can ask those
questions without fearing that their intentions could later be misunderstood or
misrepresented.

Family Disputes

We are also concerned about the practical consequences for families. Many parents are
separated, involved in disputes over child arrangements, or already have contact with
schools, local authorities or children's services.

A law built on vague and subjective concepts could create opportunities for malicious
allegations or be weaponised in family disputes. A disgruntled former partner could portray
ordinary parenting conversations as something sinister, leading to complaints to schools,
social services or the police - or simply putting a wedge between the questioning parent and
child.

Even where allegations are unfounded, the investigations themselves can be frightening,
expensive and deeply damaging for families and, most importantly, for children. No law
should make it easier for ordinary parenting decisions and conversations to be
misrepresented in this way.

Professional Support

Parents should be able to seek professional help with confidence. Families need therapists,
doctors and counsellors who feel able to explore every possible explanation for a child's
distress, including the possibility that the child is simply growing up to be lesbian, gay or
bisexual.

Parents should never have to wonder whether the safest advice a professional can give is
the advice that best protects the professional from legal risk rather than the advice that best
serves the child. Children deserve better than that.

A Better Way Forward

Existing laws already protect children from assault, coercion, harassment, abuse and
professional misconduct. We have yet to hear a convincing case for why new criminal
offences are needed, or why the consequences of this Bill justify the risks it poses to
families, clinicians and the children it is intended to protect. We urge the Government to
withdraw the Draft Conversion Practices Bill, and we call on Members of Parliament to vote
against it because:

Every child deserves protection from abuse.
Every child also deserves the freedom to discover who they are, including the
freedom to discover that they are lesbian, gay or bisexual.

e Every parent should be free to say to their child, without hesitation or fear, "It's ok to
be gay."

Yours sincerely,

The undersigned parents, grandparents, carers and parenting organisations.
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